
Issue 516 - March 15th - 19th 2021 - Expressly created for 4.168 wine lovers, professionals and opinion leaders from all over the world

News

It’s official. Vinitaly will not be held in 2021, as WineNews
Rumors reported. An official statement from Veronafiere
confirmed that edition number 54 of Vinitaly will be held
in 2022 in Verona, from April 10th to 13th. The tenth
edition of OperaWine with Wine Spectator, however, has
been confirmed, at least for now, and will take place on
June 19th and 20th in Verona. There will also be a special
event, strictly b2b, from October 16th to 18th. It was
definitely a painful decision, but the entire supply chain
shared it with Veronafiere, including: Unione Italiana Vini
(UIV), Federvini, Assoenologi, Federdoc, Confagricoltura,
Coldiretti, Cia/Agricoltori, Alleanza delle Cooperative and
Copagri.

SMS

The Concours Mondial du Sauvignon, dedicated to one of
the most popular varieties in the world, with 1,600 wines
competing, crowned Aldo Adige and Friuli Venezia Giulia as
the lands of choice in the Belpaese. Eight gold medals in
all, divided equally in half, although Alto Adige also puts the
“Italian Revelation” award in the medal collection, with
Sauvignon Exclusiv 2019 Weingut Plonerhof, which is also a
gold medal winner along with Josef Brigl’s Vigna Rielerhof
2019 Sauvignon, Erste+Neue’s 2019 Puntay Sauvignon and
Wassererhof's 2019 Wassererhof. While from Friuli Venezia
Giulia there are Vigne del Malina’s 2016 Sauvignon, Scolaris’
2019 Marco Scolaris Sauvignon, Grilloiole Sauvignon 2019
from Grillo Iole and La Sclusa Sauvignon 2019 from La
Sclusa.

Report

Already cult items, the bottles of Brunello di Montalcino
from Tenuta Greppo Biondi Santi, where the myth of
Brunello di Montalcino was born at the end of the
nineteenth century, have always been produced “only” in
the classic 0.75 liter size. Today, things are changing,
because now there is also the Magnum format, which
makes its debut with the extraordinary 2015 vintage, and
which will also be accompanied by very few 3 and 6 liter
bottles for Brunello di Montalcino Riserva 2013. The CEO
Giampiero Bartolini: “extraordinary feedback from
collectors and wine-lovers”.
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Postponing Vinitaly to 2022 was in the air (WineNews Rumors reported the official news). The Italian wine world
regretfully accepted the sad news, as it is the number one wine event in the sector and the most important tool for the
business. Not being able to experience it live is a symptom of the situation linked to the Pandemic, which is still complex
and challenging. Everyone is also heaving a bitter sigh of relief, while fully supporting Veronafiere’s decision, because
they realize it would inevitably have had less impact, been difficult to manage and weaker, mainly due to the limitations
still in place today at International and national levels. Some people are now encouraging institutions to move more
definitely to support the exhibition system, though they like and agree with Veronafiere’s choice to confirm “OperaWine
2021”, the great tasting event signed by “Wine Spectator”, to be held on June 19th and 20th, because it is smaller and
more manageable (WineNews overheard indiscretions indicating it will not be held at Palazzo della Gran Guardia but,
rightly so, in the much larger space of the former Fruit and Vegetable Market, and a selection of high-level International
trade companies will be present, ed.). Plus, it will coincide with “La Prima” at the Verona Arena, dedicated to the 150th
anniversary of Giuseppe Verdi’s opera, Aida, conducted by Riccardo Muti. These two events held at the same time will be
a special occasion for International communication. Veronafiere was forced to make a decision they didn’t want to
make - and the organizations of the entire supply chain agreed with their choice as the Italian wine producers and
Consortiums commented positively to WineNews. Some emphasized that this is the second year the great wine fairs
have had to be postponed (ProWein was postponed months ago to 2022, and we are waiting to hear about
Vinexposium’s decisions on “Vinexpo Wine Paris”, currently scheduled from June 14th -16th, but still at high risk).

Focus

The best rosé wine in the world is Cuvée Charlotte de La Madrague, and it comes
from Côtes de Provence, France. The best Italian one, instead, comes from
Abruzzo, and it is Terzini Rosato Cerasuolo d’Abruzzo from Terzini winery. It is also
one of the two “Grand Gold Medals” of Italy, together with Il Casato Pinot Grigio
Rosato of Schenk Group. Which also wins one of the 20 “Gold Medals” (with
Amicone Pinot Gris Rosé), a recognition also achieved by renowned wineries of the
Italian wine such as Marisa Cuomo, Leone De Castris, Masciarelli, Piera Martellozzo,
Fantini Vini Group (formerly Farnese Vini), Monte del Frà and others. These are the
verdicts of the “Rosé Selection of the Concours Mondial de Bruxelles”, dedicated to
the rosé phenomenon by one of the oldest and most prestigious international
competitions. It should have been held in Italy, in Abruzzo, one of the noble
homelands of Italian rosé wines, but instead, due to the pandemic, it was held in
Brussels. A phenomenon, the one of rosé wines, which, from 2002 to today, has
registered a 40% increase in consumption, going from 18 to 26 million hectoliters
in the world, with France, Italy, Spain and USA which alone, remember the
organizers of the “Concours Mondial de Bruxelles”, cover 75% of the worldwide
production.

Wine & Food

Conquering the glasses of Chinese consumers through television: in the country of the Dragon, which seems to be
resuming its race and to have left the pandemic behind, the first TV series dedicated to Italian wine is coming. The
creator is Francesco Ganz, CEO of Ethica Wines, an import company operating in the USA, Canada and Asia. “Carpe
Vinum” is the name of the show, which will feature Fongyee Walker, the first Chinese Master of Wine, as “Cicerone”.
She will be the guide of a journey among 10 of the most important Italian wine denominations, with case histories of
prestigious wineries ranging from Barone Ricasoli to Bellavista, from Cordero di Montezemolo to Villa Sparina, from
Saracco to Borgogno, from Mirafiore to Cusumano, from Vespa Vignaioli to Lavis, from Nino Franco to Movia.

For the record

Aubert de Villaine (Domaine de la Romanée-Conti), Paul Draper (Ridge Vineyards), Peter Gago (Penfolds), Richard
Geoffroy (Dom Pérignon), Roberto Conterno (Giacomo Conterno): these are the nominees for “The Golden Vines Hall of
Fame Award”, the prize for those who distinguished themselves for particular goals achieved during their life in the
production of fine wine, of “The Golden Vines Award” 2021 by Liquid Icons. For “The Golden Vines Innovation Award”
stands out the nomination of Amorim Cork Italia, world leader in the production of cork stoppers.
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